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h. the competition was still ongoing at the end of 2011, with aes-2006 and areva as the most advanced, followed by westinghouse. areva won the competition in february 2012 and on 21 march 2012, the ukrainian government received the proposal from areva
as the preferred bid. j. the pre-contract process, the certification of the vendor, the regulatory and cost issues and the tender process for the construction work were completed in mid-2012. the contract between epr technology provider areva and the ukrainian
government was signed on 1 september 2012. the contracts for the construction work were signed by utilities ukrenergo and energoatom on 3 november 2012. o. on 27 august 2013, north korea's nuclear watchdog confirmed that the north has successfully
tested a device that uses uranium-based fuel and "technological components of civil use," and may be used in a future nuclear weapon. this was north korea's fourth-ever nuclear test (the previous three in 2006, 2009, and 2013). in an attempt to salvage
relations with the un security council, north korea offered on 28 august to cease nuclear testing and to allow inspections of their nuclear sites. the comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty (ctbt) that went into force in october 1996 bans all nuclear explosions, but
some observers have suggested that the north has successfully tested a uranium-based detonation device. [ back ] p. on 9 october 2013, south korea said it was seriously considering a last-minute offer from russia to build epr reactors in south korea, and
indicated there would be room for continuing cooperation with russia. (on 13 december 2013, russia said it was not in a position to supply epr reactor technology to south korea.) in early february 2014, the south korean government issued a 5th tender, inviting
bids from international companies for the two units, including for the epr technology. in early june 2014, the government announced that it had shortlisted five manufacturers, including the three existing ones, and said that it would negotiate terms with them. a
week later, the government said it would invite offers for a domestic design, hoping to build one first, before looking at the international technology. korea hydro & nuclear power said it would also submit an offer; westinghouse withdrew its offer in july, and
confirmed it would not compete. on 29 july, edf of france withdrew from the competition.
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