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key.Judith Kraynik Prof Judith Kraynik (born 1963) is a professor of astrophysical
theory at the University of Colorado, Boulder, and a research scientist at NASA's

Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. Her research is concerned with
the dynamics of stellar systems, with particular emphasis on the role of

hydrodynamics and magnetohydrodynamics. Her theories have led to a novel
explanation of the formation of giant galaxies, which she originally developed with

her doctoral advisor Gerald S. Blumenthal. Kraynik has also published academic
works on the history of stellar astrophysics, and on the history of astrophysics at the
University of Colorado. Biography Judith Kraynik is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio. She

received her B.A. (1985) and Ph.D. (1995) in astrophysical theory from MIT. She was
a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Astrophysics and Space Astronomy at the

University of California, Berkeley (1995–96). Dr. Kraynik joined the staff of the
University of Colorado in 1996 as an Assistant Professor, then promoted to

Associate Professor in 2002 and full Professor in 2010. She was named Professor in
2015. She was a Ralph Pudritz Visiting Professor of Astronomy at Dartmouth College

(2000), a President’s Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute for Advanced
Study, Princeton (2001), a Fellow in the Sasakawa International Space Research

Laboratory at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (2003), and a Visiting Research
Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics, Garching (2003). She
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