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Annie returns! Back home after a stunning weekend sailing on Dungeness Spit,
where the stunning sea cliffs and tidal surges are nothing short of awe-

inspiring. We celebrated a successful first meeting with Dungeness Spit by
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going to London's National Maritime Museum and wandering around
wondering what sort of boats would be suitable for the trade winds, the gentle
saltmarshes, the steep cliffs, the small inlets and large expanse of water to be

met. Much of the cruise, I must confess, was spent gazing at the hulls and
mystified as to how any of them worked. Now we're off for another

exhilarating adventure. The small group that's coming with us has a little bit
more to fill in the blanks - the red pepper in the middle is a friend from a

sailing school I've attended a few times; the orange is a US cap'n and ocean-
rated skipper; and the purple is a former University of York student that's quite

a bit older than the rest of the crew. With a week to find berths and a good
deal to be done, we've not packed much and are just off to our meeting point,
the Cobham hotel in the seaside town of Ramsgate. Funnily enough, our meals
are to be pre-cooked by our host, so it seems that instead of working around a
coal fire, we'll be grabbing a takeaway on the go. Crossing the English Channel
tomorrow is a momentous occasion and will be the first time since Sydney that

we will have been
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